Characterizing heterogeneous molecular biology database systems.
Molecular biology data are distributed among multiple databases. Although containing related data, these databases are often isolated and are characterized by various degrees of heterogeneity: they usually represent different views (schemas) of the scientific domain and are implemented using different data management systems. Currently, several systems support managing data in heterogeneous molecular biology databases. Lack of clear criteria for characterizing such systems precludes comprehensive evaluations of these systems or determining their relationships in terms of shared goals and facilities. In this paper, we propose criteria that would facilitate characterizing, evaluating, and comparing heterogeneous molecular biology database systems.